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The meher needs assessment progressing as planned   
Deployed on 29 November, the meher humanitarian needs assessment team is expected to 
conclude the assessment on 21 December. The final draft of the 2015 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document is scheduled to be submitted to the National Disaster Prevention and 
Preparedness Committee (NDPPC) for endorsement in mid-January.   
 
According to preliminary reports, short cycle crops in most of northern, north eastern and 
central Ethiopia benefited from the extended kiremt rains, despite the delayed onset. With the 
exception of the chronically food-insecure pocket areas, a near average harvest is expected in 
these areas, which is likely to cover needs through the first months of 2015.  However, the 
delayed onset of the kiremt rains negatively affected long cycle crops, substantially reducing 
the long cycle harvest.   
  
In the south and south eastern pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas, the good deyr rains 
replenished water sources and pasture. Pocket areas that received inadequate rainfall are 
experiencing water stress, including Borena zone (Oromia) and Doolo zone (Somali). Spikes 
in malnutrition are reported in these areas. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 

2.7 million people will receive the 6th round relief food ration  
As of mid-December, four of seven relief food rounds initially planned for 2014 were fully 
distributed. At present, the fifth relief food round is being distributed to 3.2 million beneficiaries. 
People in the JEOP and WFP-covered areas are receiving a full food basket and ration, while 
20 per cent of beneficiaries in the DRMFSS-covered areas are receiving a reduced basket 
due to shortfalls in pulses.      
 
The Government’s DRMFSS and WFP are discussing loan arrangements to cover resource 
gaps for the sixth round in DRMFSS-covered non-PSNP woredas. Some 2.7 million people 
nationwide will receive the sixth round relief food at full food basket and ration when the loan 
arrangement materializes. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

National TFP admissions decrease in October 
In October, the national Therapeutic Feeding Program (TFP) admissions decreased by 8.4 per 
cent with 21,233 acutely malnourished children admitted during the month, down from 23,180 
children admitted in September (over 86.5 per cent reporting in both months). The decrease 
reflects improvements in the overall food security and nutritional situation in the country 
following the arrival of the meher harvest.   
 
In Oromia, TFP admissions decreased by 9.5 per cent between September and October. 
However, the October 2014 caseload is 15.4 per cent higher than the same period last year. 
Despite the overall decrease in the region, TFP admissions in October increased in East 
Hararge zone for the fourth month in a row. In SNNPR, TFP admissions decreased by 6.2 per 
cent in October (92.7 per cent reporting). The October 2014 caseload in SNNPR is lower than 
the October admission in the past three years.   
  
Conversely in Amhara region, TFP admission increased by 29.8 per cent from 3,006 cases in 
September to 3,901 cases in October (over 91 per cent reporting in both months). The 
increase is associated with the community health day (CHD) screening conducted during the 
month.  Except in the few nutrition hotspot woredas, the overall food security in the region is 
stable. Low reporting rates made the October TFP admissions in Afar and Somali regions 
inconclusive. SAM cases in Somali are expected to decrease between October and December 
as a result of the good performance of the deyr rains and the on-going TSF program.   
 
Nutrition monitoring surveys conducted in Legambo woreda of South Wollo zone (Amhara) 
and Meta woreda of East Hararge zone (Oromia) revealed a normal nutrition situation with 
GAM rates below 9 per cent. In Somali region, an emergency nutrition survey conducted in 
Dollo Ado woreda revealed a critical nutrition situation with 28.7 per cent GAM and 3 per cent 
SAM.  The Somali Regional Early Warning and Response Bureau, in collaboration with WFP, 
is implementing TSF program in the woreda, and strengthening SAM management with the 
support of SCI and MSF Spain. The crude and under-5 mortality rates were normal as per the 
national and sphere standard emergency thresholds in surveyed woredas. For more 
information, contact isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 
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